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cost of wood had encouraged a search for substitutes. Coke, made from
coal, was that substitute. And today, long before the last oil pool has
been drained and the last coal field mined, a new and to all practical pur-
poses inexhaustible source of power has been discovered in the atom.1
At the moment it is widely feared that man will use atomic energy to
destroy himself and all his works. What uses will in time be made of
atomic energy are unpredictable. Ability to release that energy does,
however, assure that modern civilization will have no reason to run out
of power with which to build and operate its machinery.

1See H. D. Smyth, Atomic Energy (Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1945).